
 
 

Lillesand’s Matrix of Public Benefits for Children and Adults – 2009 
Understanding the relationships between Social Security, SSI, Medicare and Medicaid. 

 
 

Monthly Checks 
 (from SSA) 

Health Insurance 
(CMS & Fla. Medicaid) 

IN
S

U
R

A
N

C
E

 
El

ig
ib

ili
ty

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
FI

C
A

/M
IC

A
 fe

de
ra

l t
ax

 p
ay

m
en

ts
 

w
ith

 a
 4

0 
qu

ar
te

r (
10

 y
ea

r)
 m

in
im

um
 (R

IB
), 

pl
us

 fo
r 

D
IB

 m
ee

tin
g 

th
e 

 2
0/

40
 o

ns
et

 ru
le

 

RIB, DIB 
 & DAC 

Aka: “Social Security,” “Retirement” Disability 
Insurance Benefits, SSDI, Title II, T2 

Purpose:  Pays monthly income based on 
FICA contributions during former working 
years 

 

Eligibility:  RIB =  retired; DIB = Medically 
disabled per SSA rules and “Fully insured” 
(40 quarters or “credits”) and “currently 
insured” (20/40 rule); DAC = Disabled Adult 
Child 

 
 
 

Medicare 

 
 
 

Aka: “the Red, White and Blue ID card” 
 
Purpose:  Part A pays hospitals and limited 
nursing home coverage; Part B pays doctors  
Part D provides prescription drugs. 
 
Eligibility:  Age 65, or Receipt of any DIB 
payment after 24 month waiting period from date 
DIB payments began.  
 
Minus:  Doesn’t pay for extended nursing home 
stays; need to purchase supplemental health 
insurance for co-payments and deductibles. 
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SSI 
Aka: Supplemental Security Income, Title XVI, 

T16 
 
Purpose:  Provides up to $674 for food and 

shelter expenses for elderly or disabled. 
 
Eligibility:  Age 65, or a finding of 

RIB/DIB eligibility OR a separate 
finding of medical disability per SSA 
rules PLUS meeting the rules for 
income (less than $694 countable 
monthly income) and resources of 
less than $2,000 (excluding house, 
contents, car and $$ in Special Needs 
Trust).  

 

 
 
 

Medicaid 

Aka: “The Gold Card” 
 

Purpose:  Pays doctors, hospitals and other 
medical providers directly. 
 
Eligibility:  Receipt of at least $1 of SSI triggers 
automatic eligibility for Medicaid in “Section 
1634” states like Florida. 
 
Plus:  No deductibles and co-payments; pays for 
prescription drugs and extended nursing home 
stays, and residential services. 

  

*1 DIB triggers Medicare after 24 month waiting period.*2 RIB/DIB of less than $694 permits eligibility for concurrent SSI disability benefits.  
*3 Receipt of at least $1 of SSI triggers full eligibility for Florida Medicaid per federal and Florida statutes.               © David J. Lillesand 2009. 
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