Lillesand’s Social Security Administration Links 
with special emphasis on SSI and Special Needs Trusts
PRIMARY SOURCES:

Social Security Administration’s Main Page:  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/  

Social Security Administration’s “Our Program Rules” compilation of links to the Act, regulations, rulings, POMS, and other materials:  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/regulations/index.htm 

Social Security Regulations:  http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/cfr20/cfrdoc.htm 

“SSI Law and Regulations Finder:”  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi/law-regs-finder.htm#ineligible 

Social Security Regulations specifically on SSI:  http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/cfr20/416/416-0000.htm 

Social Security POMS (Program Operations Manual System):   https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/poms.nsf/partlist?OpenView 
Note that the POMS has its own search engine.  Some tips:  increase the “results” to 250+; use “word variants and fuzzy search”, and study and use the Table of Contents:
RM - Records Maintenance
GN - General
RS - Retirement and Survivors Insurance
DI - Disability Insurance
SI - Supplemental Security Income
HI - Health Insurance
NL - Notices, Letters and Paragraphs
OS - Operational Support
VB - Special Veterans Benefits
PR - Title II Regional Chief Counsel Precedents
PS - Title XVI Regional Chief Counsel Precedents
SL - State and Local Coverage Handbook
The “SI” section has the SSI POMS, and the “PS” section has the important SSI Regional Chief Counsel Precedents,” and particularly useful is the subsection on “Trusts,” although it is organized by state, and not subject matter.
Be aware, however, that the POMS search engine doesn’t always turn up everything relevant.  For example, if searching for the “Disabled Adult Child” program, or DAC, in the POMS, you also have to know that sometimes SSA calls that same program, “Childhood Disability Benefits,” or CDB, so you have to perform two searches to get everything.
Social Security Policy EMs:  http://tinyurl.com/5b3vn3 
Social Security Rulings:  http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/rulings/rulings.html 

Social Security HALLEX - the rules for conduct of hearings at the Office of Disability Adjudication and Review (ODAR, formerly known as Office of Hearings and Appeals – OHA):  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/OP_Home/hallex/hallex.html 
See particularly, “Conduct of Hearings”:  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/OP_Home/hallex/I-02/I-2-6.html 
Social Security Act:  http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/ssact/comp-ssa.htm 

To receive official notifications of new proposed rules or official notices:  http://www.regulations.gov/search/index.jsp 

SSA SECONDARY SOURCES:

SSA’s electronic book, with hyperlinks:  “Understanding Supplemental Security Income 2008”:  http://tinyurl.com/yrlsrh  

SSA’s public, electronic public education pamphlets, called “SSI Spotlights”:  http://tinyurl.com/6yvsbv 
SSA’s “Spotlight on Resources”:  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi/spotlights/spot-resources.htm 

SSA’s “Understanding your rights and responsibilities” (what you have to report to SSA): 
 http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi/text-report-ussi.htm 
SSA - Requesting a “Proof of Social Security/SSI Income Letter”:  https://secure.ssa.gov/apps6z/BEVE/main.html 
SSA – Office Locator – where do I send the Notice of Special Needs Trust, or other documents:  https://secure.ssa.gov/apps6z/FOLO/fo001.jsp 

SSA’s “Social Security Handbook” – an electronic explanation of everything about SSA and their programs, however, the handbook does not have hyperlinks to primary sources (statutes, regulations, POMS, etc.) and, most importantly, as with any summary of a complex law, doesn’t cover all the exceptions to the rules, and therefore is not as useful as other materials cited above:   http://www.socialsecurity.gov/OP_Home/handbook/handbook.html 
IMPORTANT WEBSITES OF ORGANIZATION:

National Organization of Social Security Claimant’s Representatives - NOSSCR:  http://www.nosscr.org 
National Senior Citizens Law Center:  http://www.nsclc.org 

Martin on Social Security:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/socsec/martin/ 

Social Security Advisory Service:  http://www.ssas.com 

SSA RESOURCES ON SPECIAL NEEDS TRUST AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION ISSUES:
Special Needs Trust and Spend-Down Plan POMS:  

Third Party Trusts, and trusts prior to 1/1/00 - http://tinyurl.com/64o8t5 
Special Needs Trusts under 42 USC 1393p(d)(4)(A) – general policy:  http://tinyurl.com/5boxme  and
SNT Exceptions to Counting Trusts as a Resource: http://tinyurl.com/5bjf7j 
What is a Resource Transfer:  http://tinyurl.com/6g38cv 
How to do a Proper Spend-Down, e.g., SSI Personal Service Contracts, Prepayment of Food and Shelter, etc.:  http://tinyurl.com/5avnmh 
SNT Administration – Spending money from a trust:

See the regulations, at 20 CFR 416.1100 for income found at http://tinyurl.com/5gjcow , and 20 CFR 416.1201 for resources, found at http://tinyurl.com/5hfo96 .
SSA’s “Spotlight on Trusts”:  http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi/spotlights/spot-trusts.htm 

POMS Magic Ten – what are the only ten items that trigger Inkind Support and Maintenance deduction:  
http://tinyurl.com/6lwujw  
[NOTE:  there are no federal regulations issued to date by the Social Security Administration on Special Needs Trust.  All the “law” on SNTs is found in the statutes and the POMS at the cites above.]
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